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[1 A copy of the U.S. patent(s) and patent application publication^) in all U S. national patent 
applications filed after June 30, 2003, and in all international applications that have entered the national 
stage under 35 USC § 371 after June 30, 2003 under 37 CFR 1 .491(b), are not required. 

[I A concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English document, as understood by the 
individual designated in §1. 56(c) most knowledgeable about the contents, is enclosed per §1. 98(a)(3). 

The concise explanation of the relevance of any non-English document, as understood by the individual 
designated in §1. 56(c) most knowledgeable about the contents, is that the document is/was: 

Q cited in the specification or considered in drafting the specification of this application; 

n previously submitted or cited in the parent application (or in a related patent application 
Ser. No. Filing Date: ); 





SIGNATURE UF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 




Daniel) J. Ejotrowski 


Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) , I 42,079 




IAv — 


Date £ / y I ^ 




V 



N:\UserPublic\PW\PHNL\NL030796_PRIORART.doc 



Rev. July 2004 



JAN Z006 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a collection of information untess it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 

Complete if Known \ 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



-fiL 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



CONCURRENT 



HOPPENBROUWERS ET AL 



NL030796 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 

„ . — ». ,2 f if known} 

Number-Kind Code* ' ' 


U. o, rA 1 cN 1 

Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


nnn iiuipnts 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 






US- CA CA Q7Q 

o4oiy/y 


DQ-1Q-1 QQS 


LEVAC 








US- onr\<i aajIoh ~7~7 A A 

200100431 f ff\\ 


I I •At"^UU 1 


HUSTON ET AL. 








US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


FOREIGN 

Foreign Patent Document 


PATENT DOCU 

Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


VIE NTS 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 9 (if known) 






EP1087444A2 


03-28-2001 


KOYAMA 










WO0226905A2 1 


04-04-2002 


YAMANO ET AL 










WO02069259A2 


09-06-2002 


HUSTON ET AL 












































\ fSSL 1 Ordered | 



caAM Nck: nma it rererence considered, wneuici wi nw ««« — ■ — ----- - - - . 2 Q __ mnpc of 

considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optiona \) 

USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter codeOWlPO Standar I ST.^ For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the senal number of the ^'^^^^^.^^^ 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 

This ^ectioVtflrfo^ation is reauired by 37 CFR 1 97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
?SPTOlfpr^ssr^ ap,3iS OonfidenSy is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours t° ~mp.ete 
hSudinc Tgathering preparing, and submitting the competed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon ttie ind.vidud case Any comments 
on the amount me you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be i sent to the Chief InfomaUon Officer U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



